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Abstract: Maharashtea offers quiet and beautiful buffer area of Sahyadn Tiger

Reserve The four tiger reserves ie Sahyadn, Melghat, Tadoba and Pench in
I\*Ia.‘xa:'asf‘xtra, Atthe periphery of the Sanctuary, the areais being actively promoted
as a founsm rone by the Goversiment of Maharashtra Sahyads Ti gér REserve is
including Chandoli National Park and koyana wildliife Sanctuary. Sahyadn Tiger
Reserve isthe only place where clim ax and near-climax vegetation is plentiful and
prospects. The areaisbestowed with several bio-geographical peculianties. Clim ax
evergreen formation of higher evolutions have been wiped out or highly degraded
everywherein Western Maharashtraexceptin tiger reserve area, wherethis type still

cccupies substantial area Thiswould craat

cate serious environmental problams in the
form of increased tounist traffic, water pollution, littering of non-degradable waste

and general disturbance Thisstudy suggests that government chould take nec essary
actionto guardthevaluable resources
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INTRODUCTION

Tounsm 1s an industry concemed with attracting people to adestination, transporting them
there housing feeding and entertaining them upon arrivale andretuming them totheirhomesoritic an
mndustry which deals mostly with consumers, tounism, money and people which provide them goods
and services (Suryavanchi,2012). Physical geography provides the escen

tal backaround, aganst
which tounism places are created and environmental impacts and concemns are major issues that must

be considered 1n managing the development of tourism places (Bharadway, 2012). Nature-based
tounsmis alarge and growing global industry (Ceballos & Lascurain, 1998). It 1s based on the natural
ttractions of an area, it includes bird-watching, wildlife photography, walking, stargaring, camping,
shooting, fiching and visiting forests. Nature-based tounism, also known as ecotounsm or nature
tounsm, 15 defined as “tounsm that consists of traveling to relatively undisturbed or uncontaminated
natural areas with the specific objective of studying, admiring, and enjoying the scenery and its wild
plants andanimale, as well as any existing cultural manifestation foundin these arsas™ (Boe, 1990).
Maharashira 15 the first state to reserve buffer area of its entire nger. Maharashtra has
designated buffer and non-buffer rones, which are being developed further to promote tounsm
Government of Maharashtra rescrve in an area conservation plan of 116557 sq ki spread across
Satara, Ramagr, Folhapur and Sangli districts  Sahyadn Tiger Reserve is the only place where
chmax and nearclunax vegetation 1s plentful and prospects. 'I'he sanctuary areais home to sever‘tll
species endemic flora and harbors different species of fauna Rich scenic condibons and wildlfe
Lracts touncts effecuvely and make them viat aregion or extendth eit stay wa the presence of witdlite
This paper explores the impacts of waldhife tounm, both positive and negative ways and provides
directions for sts design, planning and m anagement
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