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—ract:  Cropping pattern means the rtion of i
petrac _proportion of an area under various cr A imel
it area o the pattern of crops for given piece of land. It indicates fhe yeo il pcabomt oL L meln

pgements of crops and follows in an area. The present paper analyzes the ch:r:b-, “equence andspatial
Gatara district. It shows the changing cropping pattern due the physical conditiorg1mogfcmp§ gt
cropping pattern area under sugarcane crop is concentrated in karad tehsil of Satarg di t:tu e
wg-oppmg pattern, Concentrated, Positive & Negative, sugarcane, et

Introduction:

o The purpose of the ‘present paper is to describe and analyse the general land use pattern in Satara
dlsmct.Crprmg pattern_ls the proportion of the area under various crops at a point of time’ (Kanw
1972). It indicates how intensively the net sown area is being utilized for various crops. The croppi?xr’
pattern depends ona number.of inputs of which irrigation is an important one change in c;'opping patteri
referes to change in proportlf)n of area under different crops at two different times. Such changes are
governed by ecological situation. However, socio-economic and technological factors also determine the
choice the feasible crops by the farmers. In case of irrigated crops, the choices are directly governed by the
specific purpose for which the irrigated crops are to be grown and these are also conditioned by the
geographical factors and modified by the emergent, social and economic circumstances (Memoria, 1979).
The ensuring section therefore, deals with the cropping pattern and changes there in for individual crops in
particular and irrigated crops in general in the region. The area under study grows a variety of crops but
they are generally classified as food and non-food crops.
Study Area: .

Satara district is renown in the Maharashtra in many aspects. But the agriculture development in

Satara district is not same. Rainfall distribution in Satara district is uneven west part of the district is heavy
rainfall and eastern part scarcity in the rainfall. The district lies at the western limit of the Deccan table and
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X A ; e point of view of
Maharashtr st in the river pasin of the Bhima and Knshx}a Hyels bu::;r?h::thshna river. The
the pening ';1. Itis 51tuzf1ted n f the district belongs to the largeor drainage S sf, ! © ¢ longitude (Fig, 1.). Tt
district extu A, the entire laxgd? 180117 north latitudes and 73733 and 74 5 ; district to the south and
is surroy ends between 17 5 P the north, Solapur district to the east. Saﬂglith Raigrah district in the
Ratnagirin g?ﬂg by Pune dlSt?C;tt: so has @ small boundary of about 24 Kms. ¥
Istrict to the west.
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